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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (ALEXANDER, CLIFFORD L.), MPOL, NATO, AWACS, 

GW 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF SECRETARY OF THE ARMY ALEXANDER AND 
THE NORTHAG CORNERSTONE-LAYING CEREMONY 

BEGIN SUMMARY: DURING THE VISIT OF SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
ALEXANDER TO EUROPE, HE CALLED ON FEDERAL MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE LEBER AND JOINED THE GERMAN MINISTER AT A CORNER- 
STONE-LAYING CEREMONY FOR THE U.S. NORTHAG BRIGADE. BOTH 
THE MEETING AND THE CEREMONY WERE USED AS AN OCCASION 
TO REITERATE OUR TWO NATIONS' DETERMINATION TO STRENGTHEN 
ALLIANCE DEFENSE. A THREATENED DEMONSTRATION AGAINST THE 
NORTHAG BRIGADE LARGELY FIZZLED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY’S CALL ON MINISTER LEBER 

TOOK PLACE ON THE HARDTHOEHE (THE GERMAN PENTAGON) ON MAY 

2. THE FEDERAL MINISTER OF DEFENSE WAS ACCOMPANIED, 

AMONG OTHERS, BY STATE SECRETARY DR. SCHNELL AND THE 
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INSPECTOR OF THE GERMAN ARMY GENERAL HILDEBRANDT. 

SECRETARY ALEXANDER WAS ACCOMPANIED BY ASSISTANT SECRE- 
TARY BLUMENTHAL, CINC USAREUR GENERAL BLANCHARD, AND 
MINISTER CASH (IN THE ABSENCE OF THE AMBASSADOR). THE 
SECRETARY BEGAN THE DISCUSSION WITH A STRONG STATEMENT 
OF HIS DETERMINATION AND THE DETERMINATION OF DEFENSE 
SECRETARY BROWN TO MAKE NATO STANDARDIZATION AND INTER- 
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OPERABILITY SUCCEED. 

2. MINISTER LEBER AGREED, WHILE NOTING THAT THE PRIN- 
CIPLE OF STANDARDIZATION HAD LONG BEEN ACCEPTED. THE 
REAL DIFFICULTY, IN HIS VIEW. LIES IN SEIZING OPPOR- 
TUNITIES TO APPLY THE PRINCIPLE. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

MINISTER LEBER REFERRED TO THE US/FRG TANK HARMONIZATION 
PROGRAM. HE SAID THAT THERE WAS NO NEED FOR THE U.S. AND 
THE FRG TO HAVE ONE HUNDRED PERCENT THE SAME TANK. TO 
HAVE THE SAME COMPONENTS, HOWEVER, WAS NECESSARY. 

MINISTER LEBER WENT ON TO STATE THAT HE ALWAYS FOUND 
AGREEMENT ON THE TANK HARMONIZATION PROBLEM WHEN HE 
VISITED THE UNITED STATES, BUT WHEN HE RETURNED HOME THE 
MEDIA ACTED AS IF THE VERY OPPOSITE HAD OCCURRED. THE 
MEDIA ALSO PLAYED UP EXTREME POSITIONS: FOR EXAMPLE, 

THAT THE GERMAN TANK IS BETTER AND HENCE THE U.S. SHOULD 
BUY IT. THE GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTER WENT ON TO SAY THAT 
HE EXPECTED THE SAME THING ALSO OCCURRED IN THE U.S. 

3. SECRETARY ALEXANDER STATED THAT HE WOULD HESITATE TO 
ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE THE SPECIAL INTERESTS DISPLAYED BY 
THE MEDIA. HE THEN WENT ON TO STATE HIS DETERMINATION 

TO PURSUE THE OBIECTIVE OF STANDARDIZATION AND INTER- 
OPERABILITY. HE SAID HE HAD TWO GOALS: FIRST OF ALL, 

TO OBTAIN A BETTER FIGHTING FORCE; AND, SECONDLY, TO MAKE 
STANDARDIZATION A TWO-WAY STREET. THE ARMY SECRETARY 
WENT ON TO STATE THAT DESPITE PROBLEMS WITH THE CONGRESS, 

HE WOULD PURSUE THESE TWIN GOALS. 
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4. MINISTER LEBER TEASED THE GERMAN AND AMERICAN ARMY 
GENERALS PRESENT BY IMPLYING THAT THEIR COMMITMENT TO 
AWACS WAS SOMETHING LESS THAN WHOLEHEARTED. THE AMERICAN 
REPRESENTATIVES MADE AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE, INDICATING 
OUR OWN INTERESTS IN AWACS, AND MINISTER LEBER REITERATED 
THAT HE PERSONALLY WAS NOT AGAINST AWACS. 

5. SECRETARY ALEXANDER, AMBASSADOR STOESSEL, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL, CINC USAREUR BLANCHARD, AND MANY 
OTHER U.S. OFFICIALS, BOTH CIVIL AND MILITARY, 

FLEW TO BREMEN THE FOLLOWING DAY (MAY 3) IN ORDER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE CORNERSTONE-LAYING CEREMONY FOR THE 
NEW U.S. BRIGADE TO BE STATIONED AT GARLSTEDT. MINISTER 
LEBER, WHO PERFORMED THE CEREMONY, WAS ACCOMPANIED BY 
STATE SECRETARY FINGERHUT, BOTH OF THE FRG'S FOUR-STAR 
GENERALS (WUST AND SCHULZE), GENERAL HILDEBRANDT, AND 
OTHER LEADING POLITICAL AND MILITARY FIGURES. SACEUR 
WAS REPRESENTED BY HIS DEPUTY, GENERAL SIR HARRY TUZO. 
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6. A THREATENED DEMONSTRATION FIZZLED DAMPLY. ONLY SOME 
FIFTY DEMONSTRATORS WERE OUTSIDE THE GARLSTEDT SITE AND 
THEY HAD DWINDLED TO PERHAPS HALF THAT NUMBER BY THE TIME 
THE CEREMONY WAS OVER. A FEW PLACARDS AND SHOUTS COM 
PRISED THE SUM TOTAL OF THE PROTEST ON THIS OCCASION. 

THIS IS A NOTABLE CHANGE FROM THE PERIOD SEVERAL MONTHS 
AGO WHEN THERE HAD BEEN A MUCH MORE WIDESPREAD PROTEST 
ON ENVIRONMENTAL GROUNDS AGAINST THE DECISION TO PUT THE 
AMERICAN BRIGADE AT GARLSTEDT. LEFTISTS OF MANY PER- 
SUASIONS AND ANTI-MILITARISTS HAD ATTEMPTED WITH SOME 
SUCCESS TO INFILTRATE THE ENVIRONMENTALISTS' RANKS. AS 
TIME WENT ON, MEASURES TAKEN BY THE MILITARY TO PRESERVE 
THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE OBVIOUS SUPPORT WHICH THE GERMAN 
LAENDER AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD GIVEN TO THE 
CHOICE OF GARLSTEDT LED THE ENVIRONMENTALISTS TO LOOK TO 
OTHER FIELDS OF ACTIVITY. THUS. TODAY EXTREME LEFTISTS 
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AND ANTI-MILITARISTS LARGELY COMPRISE THE PREVIOUSLY MORE FOR 
MID ABLE OPPOSITION TO THE BRIGADE’S PRESENCE. 

7. ONLY TWO SPEECHES WERE DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE CORNERSTONE LAYING: ONE BY MINISTER LEBER, AND THE 
OTHER BY GENERAL TUZO. BOTH HIT THE THEMES THAT THE 
ASSIGNMENT OF THE U.S. BRIGADE WAS AN INDICATION OF THE 
U.S. COMMITMENT TO NATO AND U.S. DETERMINATION TO MAIN- 
TAIN THE COMMON DEFENSE. BOTH SPEAKERS ALSO EMPHASIZED 
THAT THE PRESENCE OF THE U.S. BRIGADE SHOULD NOT BE 
USED AS AN EXCUSE FOR OTHER NATO ALLIES TO SLACKEN 
THEIR EFFORTS; RATHER. THE CONTRARY. THOSE REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF BELGIAN AND DUTCH FORCES STATIONED IN THE 
FRG WHO HAD BEEN INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CEREMONY 
PRESUMABLY GOT THE POINT. MINISTER LEBER EXPRESSED 
PRIDE THAT THE FRG HAD, IN HIS VIEW, ALREADY FOLLOWED 
THIS PRECEPT BY AGREEING TO PAY PART OF THE ONE-TIME 
STATIONING COSTS FOR THE BRIGADE. AS A ONE-TIME LEADER 
OF THE BRICKLAYERS UNION, THE MINISTER'S CORNERSTONE- 
LAYING WAS SUITABLY PROFESSIONAL. 

8. COMMENT: IT WAS A HAPPY COINCIDENCE THAT SECRETARY 
ALEXANDER'S VISIT TO GERMANY COINCIDED WITH THE DATE 
SET FOR THE CORNERSTONE-LAYING CEREMONY. THE FACT THAT 
THE U.S. SECRETARY OF THE ARMY TOOK PART IN THE CEREMONY 
ENHANCED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE EVENT IN THE EYES OF OUR 
ALLIES TO A SIGNIFICANT DEGREE. OFFICIALS IN THE 
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF DEFENSE WENT OUT OF THEIR WAY TO 
EXPRESS GRATIFICATION AT SECRETARY ALEXANDER'S PAR- 
TICIPATION. END COMMENT. 
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